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drawn by twelve young girls, amid scenes of indescribable
enthusiasm. Having consolidated his position by carry-
ing out a few summary executions, he had no sooner
assumed the title of dictator of the Western provinces
of Venezuela than he began to dream of further con-
quests.
But to confront him there arose a truculent antagonist,
one Boves, who got together an army ofllaneros, to which
he gave the name of the Infernal Legion. It was his aim
to wrest the power from Bolivar in order that it might
remain in the hands of the Spanish royal house.
Boves scored such a decisive victory that Bolivar, com-
pelled to escape in a boat, was obliged to forgo all idea
of further progress, until at last Boves was killed in some
battle or other. His men gave him a funeral becoming
the leader of the Infernal Legion. All the women,
children and old men of the town of Uriqua were put
to the sword upon his grave.
However, the cause of freedom began to gain ground
almost everywhere. The Vice-royalty of Buenos Aires
was constituted an independent state. Montevideo,
the royalists' last hope, capitulated to the insurgents.
Bolivar, at the head of a reorganized army, gained
several victories and soon reconquered Venezuela, which
was forthwith proclaimed a Republic, one and indivisible.
He was presented with a reed with a head of gold at the
top as a fitting emblem of supreme authority in a country
which could 'bend beneath the wind of adversity but
which never broke*.
Moreover, he had just discovered a coadjutor in the
person of one who, after himself is the greatest figure in
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